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The Council of Presbyters assembled with His Grace, Bishop 

+Michael, for their second meeting on October 25
th

 at the 

Diocesan Center in Bronxville NY.  Later that evening, 

several seminarians and their families ~ attending either Saint 

Tikhon’s Seminary or Saint Vladimir’s Seminary ~ gathered 

for a a “welcome dinner” hosted by Bishop +Michael.  

 

Attending the Council of Presbyters [CP] meeting were: 
 

  Archpriest Gary Breton  Archpriest Sergius Kuharsky  (Retired) 

 Archpriest Igor Burdikoff   Archpriest Joseph Lickwar 

 Priest Steven Evanina  Archpriest John Nehrebecki  (Retired) 

 Archpriest Jonathan Ivanoff Archpriest Ken James Stavrevsky 

 Archpriest Samuel Kedala 

 

The CP meeting began at 11:30 a.m. with the singing of “O Heavenly King” and an archpastoral 

blessing.  A Vision for our Future was the main theme as Bishop +Michael shared his thoughts and 

proposals on a variety of issues while receiving candid feedback and recommendations from CP 

members.  Specific programmatic areas of discussion included: 
 

Altar Servers’ Retreat, 

Parish Council Conferences (by deanery), 

Parish Life Conference, 

Youth Rally, 

2011 Clergy Conference, 

Priest Wives’ Gatherings (by deanery). 
 

On a strategic level, three primary areas were identified for future attention, serious effort, and support: 

1) Mission Parishes, 2) Seminarians, and 3) Established Parishes.  A lengthy discussion regarding the 

funding of the diocese and the OCA revealed a majority opinion that the current assessment model, 

based on a “head tax,” is unsustainable and in need of revision.  Also discussed was the manner by 

which diocesan/OCA funding is calculated, received, allocated, distributed and disbursed.  With this in 

mind, the CP deliberated options and methods toward developing a model of stewardship that will 

allow (through teaching, in giving and sharing) for the appropriate funding of the Church with faithful 

stewardship and accountability of all resources, at all levels, within the means (limits) of what our 

people and parishes are able to offer.  CP members pledged to work with Bishop +Michael in working 

out a new approach that will eventually replace the current assessment -- or, “dues” -- system of 

diocesan/OCA funding.  In the short-term, anticipated (budgeted) shortfalls in income versus 

expenditures may cause vital ministries and support for essential work within the diocese to go 

unfunded.  There will not be an increase in diocesan assessments to parishes next year.  Therefore, 

other sources of funding and support for the work of the Church will be explored.  



V. Rev. Ken James Stavrevsky                                                                        10/28/2010  9:17 AM     Page 2 of 3 

Director of Communications       ~       frski@rochester.rr.com      ~      585-458-5627       ~     cell 585-770-3496 

 

It is anticipated that “A Vision for our Future” will characterize Bishop +Michael’s formal address to 

the upcoming Diocesan Assembly in New York City (November 9, 2010).  Based upon feedback and 

input from various sources -- including, but not limited to, the CP -- His Grace will provide an 

overview in describing a vision for the diocese that includes specific, actionable steps that may begin 

immediately.  A video recording of His Grace’s address will be made available to all members of the 

diocese (and beyond) via the diocesan webpage shortly after the Assembly.  Also, a DVD of the 

address will be provided free-of-charge on request so parishioners, parish councils, or entire parishes 

may view and listen to Bishop +Michael’s address to the Diocesan Assembly. 

 

The CP reviewed the highly successful and well-attended Deanery Meeting/“Open Forum” sessions (3 

in all: New Jersey, New York City, New York State) regarding the Draft OCA Strategic Plan.  A 

common area of concern and comment was the autocephalous status of the OCA and how that is 

expressed, or unexpressed, in the draft document.  Bishop +Michael clarified the situation by pointing 

to a recent statement prepared by the Holy Synod of Bishops.   Although His Grace offered a clear and 

concise description of the statement, it is now available in the minutes of the 2010 Fall Session of the 

Lesser Synod/Metropolitan Council (September 21 - September 23, 2010) published on the OCA 

website at: http://www.oca.org/PDF/NEWS/2010/2010-0900-metcouncil/mcdraftminutesfall2010.pdf  An excerpt 

from the minutes follows: 
 
Principles: 

- We must be in full communion with the whole Orthodox world 
- Our identity must be fully maintained 
- Whatever we do advances Orthodox unity in America 
- We are a local Church  

 
Our statement of self-understanding is:  

 

- The OCA understands itself to be a local, indigenous, multi-
ethnic, missionary whose mission is to bring Orthodoxy to 
Americans 
- The OCA affirms that it is historically derived from the Russian 
Orthodox Church and that this is its historical reality. It is the heir 
to the Orthodox mission of 1794, the Diocese of Sitka in 1843, the 
Diocese of San Francisco in 1870, its relocation to New York in 
1907 and its autocephaly in 1970, which is our canonical history 
and foundation 
- The OCA is an autocephalous church electing her[e] own 
bishops and Primate without confirmation by any other synod, 
maintaining interchurch relationships with all other Churches and 
consecrates its own chrism accord[ing] to its Tomos 
- The autocephaly of the OCA will be fulfilled when the OCA is 
merged into a united autocephalous American Church recognized 
by all and including all 
- A united American Church is being cast in terms of the 
Chambesy protocols. The OCA is prepared to work within the 
Episcopal Assembly to realize this goal  

 

http://www.oca.org/PDF/NEWS/2010/2010-0900-metcouncil/mcdraftminutesfall2010.pdf
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It was decided that each deanery will schedule a “Clergy Family Dinner” hosted by Bishop +Michael 

during the period between the feast of the Nativity of our Lord and the beginning of Great Lent 2011. 

 

The next meeting of the CP will be on January 24, 2011 at the Diocesan Center. 

 

Following the CP meeting, several seminarians and their families -- most of them from the diocese -- 

participated in a “welcome dinner” at the Diocesan Center.  With Bishop +Michael as their host, they 

had an opportunity to learn more about the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, and hear reflections 

on the priesthood (and on the role and challenges of being the wife or child of a priest), parish life, and 

related subjects from several priests of the diocese: 
 

Fathers Joseph Lickwar, Matthias Moriak, Alexey Karlgut, Samuel 

Kedala, Wiaczeslaw Krawczuk, Ken James Stavrevsky, and 

Jonathan Ivanoff.   
 

Matushka Shirley Lickwar, wife of the Chancellor, also shared her insights into parish life and ministry 

from the perspective of a priest’s wife and the mother of PKs [Priest’s Kids]. 

 

The evening marked yet another “first” in the life of our diocese.  Following over 3 hours of sharing, 

fellowship and a delightful buffet, the seminarians, clergy, and families expressed their sincere thanks 

to Bishop +Michael for hosting the gathering; and, of course, to Matushka Shirley for her labor of love 

in preparing the meal.  Photos of the CP meeting and seminarian dinner are posted on the diocesan 

website: http://nynjoca.org/ 
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