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On the occasion of Thanksgiving Day 2010, His Grace, Bishop +Michael, has released the following 

Archpastoral Message to the clergy and faithful of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Beloved Members of Our Diocesan Family, 
 

Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be! 
 
As the people of our country pause from their usual “hustle and bustle” to observe the national holiday of 
Thanksgiving this Thursday – most of them eating turkey and trimmings, and watching parades and 
football – I urge all the members of our Diocesan Family to mark the day in the true spirit of the founding 
fathers of America:  By giving thanks to Almighty God. 
 
Those who are able should give thanks to Him in the ultimate way – by receiving Holy Communion at the 

Divine Liturgy, if one is being celebrated in your parish church (“Eucharist” is the Greek word for 

thanksgiving).  If there is no Liturgy, but there is a service being offered Wednesday night or Thursday 
morning, make the time to be among those giving thanks to the “Giver of all good things” in His holy 
house.  For those of you who can do neither, I most highly recommend praying this Thanksgiving Day as a 
family the beautiful Akathist Service “Glory to God for All Things” which is also called the “Akathist of 
Thanksgiving.”  It was written by Protopresbyter Gregory Petrov in 1940, shortly before his death in a 
prison camp.  It is a song of praise to God, even in the midst of most horrific of suffering.  The title comes 
from the last words spoken by St. John Chrysostom, just before his death in exile. 
   
The beauty of its words and the depth of their meaning are incomparable … as can be seen from this small 
excerpt: 

“I was born a weak, defenseless child, but Thine angel spread his wings over my 
cradle to defend me.  From birth until now Thy love has illumined my path, and has 
wondrously guided me towards the light of eternity; from birth until now the 
generous gifts of Thy providence have been marvelously showered upon me.  I give 
Thee thanks, with all who have come to know Thee, who call upon Thy name. 

Glory to Thee for calling me into being 
Glory to Thee, showing me the beauty of the universe … 
Glory to Thee through every sigh of my sorrow 
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Glory to Thee for every step of my life’s journey 
For every moment of glory … 
GLORY TO THEE, O GOD, FROM AGE TO AGE. 
Glory to Thee, ceaselessly watching over me … 
Glory to Thee for the love of parents, for the faithfulness of friends … 
Glory to Thee for the unforgettable moments of life … 
Glory to Thee for the joy of living, 
Moving and being able to return Thy love … 
GLORY TO THEE, O GOD, FROM AGE TO AGE.”   

 
This beautiful Akathist can be accessed on the web:  www.saintjonah.org/services/thanksgiving.htm and in 
PDF format (click here). 
 
Please, take the time to give “Glory to God for all things” this Thanksgiving Day.  And, may our loving 
Lord grant you and your loved ones all the countless blessings that come from His hands. 
 
With love in His Name,   
 
+ MICHAEL 
   Bishop of New York and the 
   Diocese of New York and New Jersey 
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