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On Saturday, 12 February 2011, Bishop +Michael met with more than 70 diocesan church musicians to 

discuss the state of liturgical music in the diocese.  Organized by the Diocesan Liturgical Music 

Committee and hosted by Holy Resurrection Church (Wayne NJ), the event participants celebrated a 

service of thanksgiving (molieben) for the “Beginning Any Good Work” to start 

their gathering. 

 

A forum of experienced musicians discussed their viewpoints and 

perceptions: 

  Father John Shimchick 
    Holy Cross Church, Medford NJ 
  Bill Kraftician 
    Holy Trinity Church, Randolph NJ 
  Tanya Jelenevsky Tjoa 
    Holy Transfiguration Church, Pearl River NY   

 

They raised issues for discussion among the assembled attendees, such as: 

the variety of translations currently in use, the balance between rubrical 

consistency and the characteristic needs of a particular parish, and the availability of written music for 

choirs of assorted capabilities. 

 

After an informal lunch, Basil Kozak (Saints Peter and Paul Church, South River NJ) made a timely and 

meaningful presentation on working with youth in choirs.  He offered strategies, techniques, anecdotes, 

and useful sheet music for work with children and young adults. 

 

Choir director Bonnie Maye-Schwarz (Saint John the Baptist Church, Rochester NY) reflected: “This was 

a wonderful, uplifting, energizing experience! In the 27 

years I have been involved in the ministry of choir 

leadership in the OCA, this is the first time I am aware 

of that such an event ... for all the choir leaders of the 

Diocese of NY and NJ ... was held, and the participation 

was  outstanding.  In upstate New York our parishes 

are far enough apart that the choir leaders rarely have 

the chance to interact, so it was particularly edifying 

for me to meet so many of my colleagues from 

throughout the diocese and to have a chance to 

discuss our successes and common concerns.  Bishop 

+Michael's loving presence at the forum was a true 

blessing, and demonstrated to the attendees the importance he places on our ministry.  Vladyka greeted 

everyone individually and thanked us for coming.” 
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His Grace deemed the event a wonderful success, and one worthy of repeating regularly.  Attendees 

gave the day high marks as well.  The Committee will follow up on needs voiced by participants and 

will work with Bishop +Michael to schedule a second Forum. 

 

Diocesan Liturgical Music Committee Chairman, Father Daniel Skvir, asked the participants to 

complete a parish “Choir Survey.”  Those parishes that have not completed the survey are asked to do 

so in a timely fashion to assist the Committee in identifying areas of concern, need, and interest.  The 

survey is available on the diocesan webpage at: 

 

http://nynjoca.org/files/2011/Choir-Survey-2011-NYNJOCA.pdf 
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