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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Dearly Beloved in our Resurrected Lord:

“We celebrate the death of death and the overthrow of hell, the
beginning of another life which is eternal, and in exultation we sing the
praises of its source. He alone is blessed and most glorious -- the God of
ourfathers. ” Saint John of Damascus 7" Ode of the Canon of Resurrection Matins

As all of you know, forty years ago I suffered the greatest tragedy of my life. My wife of only 29 days was
killed in an automobile accident at the age of 21. Every one of you who has ever lost someone you love to death
has experienced how horrible it is. Even after forty years, there is still pain and suffering and loneliness.
Everyone who suffers such a loss realizes that you never ever really get over it.

My only consolation, my only strength through that whole ordeal, my only hope enabling me to continue on, is
our Paschal Faith; our firm belief in the Resurrection of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. It is when I hear
the voices of the faithful and join in the singing of the greatest hymn of victory of all time ~ “Christ is risen
from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life!” ~ that | am truly
able to be at peace and experience joy.

Our Lord Jesus Christ is God’s great, unspeakable gift to us out of His great love for mankind. But, the world
rejected its Savior, tried to nail that Gift of Love to the Cross, and tried to bury Him in a tomb. But, the love of
God is greater than the evil of the world -- mightier than the power of Satan that is behind that evil.

Christ in fact did die the humiliating death of crucifixion, reserved only for the worst of criminals, even though
He had never committed a crime, never even committed a sin. He experienced, in every sense of the word, the
pain and suffering that every human being knows as the onset of death takes its toll, even though He is the Son
of the Living God. And, when His soul separated itself from His body at 3:00 that first Great and Holy Friday
afternoon, He joined every sinner who had ever been drawn by death into Hades, that world of dark shadows
under the control of Satan, even though He was the Light that had come down from Heaven. All of this -- He
did for us!

On Great and Holy Friday, it seemed quite clear to anyone who had been near the Cross of Jesus that Our Lord
had been defeated by His enemies. He was unjustly convicted by them, humiliated and spit upon by them,
scourged and beaten by them, nailed to the Cross and left to die by them. The story of Jesus of Nazareth was
seemingly ended, once and for all. But, the Love of God had yet to be heard from.

When Jesus’ soul went down to Hades, even the devil himself was convinced Our Lord was the loser and he
was the victor. But, Christ broke asunder the gates of brass to the entrance of Hades, shackled Satan himself,
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and freed those who had been imprisoned in that underworld of darkness -- generation upon generation, from
Adam and Eve onward. He led those who would follow Him out of Hades and opened for them, and for all who
would later die, including my wife and your loved ones, the gates of Heaven and eternal life!

On the first Pascha, even before the sun rose that glorious Sunday morning, the pious women came to Jesus’
tomb to anoint Him -- only to find it was empty! Peter and John ran to check out their story -- and they saw the
same! Finally Christ Himself appeared, alive and well -- He even showed the doubting Thomas the nail prints in
His hands and the spear mark in His side -- “proof positive” that He was the Victor. That is the end of the story:
He defeated death and sin and the devil, and reclaimed for us the life, the love, and the joy that were meant to be
ours from the moment Adam took his first breath in the Garden of Paradise.

Saint Paul, who met the Risen Lord on the road to Damascus, assures us: “In fact Christ has been raised from
the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). When a tomato plant produces the
very first tiny green tomato, it is the promise of more to come. So, the Resurrection of Jesus, says the Apostle,
was the ‘first fruit.”” He is the promise that those who live with Him will also rise. As the Fathers of the Church
tell us, “Could the Head (Christ) rise and leave the members dead?”

Our celebration of Pascha, then, is not just a family gathering of loved ones, the sharing of sumptuous foods, or
baskets filled with candy and bunnies that light up children’s eyes. What we really celebrate is “the death of
death, and the overthrow of hell, and the beginning of another life which is eternal,” for Matushka Deborah and
all our loved ones who have died -- and, yes, for you and for me as well!

On this glorious Feast of Feasts, we can assuredly say with Saint Paul the beautiful words of faith that he wrote
to the Romans:

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... No! In all these things we
are more than conquerors through Him who loved us! For I am sure that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35-39)

This is so ... because He who loves us more than we love ourselves is risen! Truly, He is risen!
May this Pascha be for you a reaffirmation of your faith in our Resurrected Savior and bring you an exhilarating
joy, knowing that we share in “the death of death, and the overthrow of hell, and the beginning of another life

which is eternal” through Christ’s glorious victory!

With my prayers, my blessings and my love,
+MICHAEL

Bishop of New York and the
Diocese of New York and New Jersey
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