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Archpastoral Letter
for the Feast of the Nativity 2013
The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord
Wednesday, December 25th, 2013

Dearly Beloved of Our Diocesan Family:
Christ is Born! Let us glorify Him!
“When the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the Law, to redeem those
who were under the Law, that we might receive adoption
as sons … Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son,
and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”
(Galatians 4: 4-7)

One blessed night two thousand years ago, an event planned from all eternity took place: the AllPowerful God became a helpless Child. In the stillness and obscurity of the little town of Bethlehem,
the Lord of Glory came to earth to reveal Himself to men. Think of it! Man was able to see and touch
and kiss the very face of God! People were able to know and experience and love the Lord as they
never could before! Immanuel was really here: God with us!
But, the Son of God came into this world for more than the “awesomeness” that the Incarnation
means. He came with both a message and a mission. His message was indeed a powerful and timeless
one for each and every one of us. He came to tell every human being: “I love you … I forgive you … I
give you eternal life.”
Is this not what He meant when the Bible tells us that He said: “Greater love than this has no one, that
he lay down his life for his friends … you are My friends …” (John 15:13-14). “Your sins are forgiven ...
that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins …” (Mark 2:5,10). “I am the
Resurrection and the Life … he who believes in Me, even if he dies, yet shall he live and whoever lives
and believes in Me shall never die” (John 11:25-26).
Christ also came with a mission -- to prove to men that these words were really true. He would spend
His entire earthly life enduring poverty and homelessness, rejection and loneliness, misunderstanding
and betrayal, mockery and persecution, pain and suffering, so that whoever among us would face these
same difficulties would know that Jesus has already experienced them as one of us, to show us how
great His love for us really is! The Messiah would give up His life voluntarily for us -- shed His very
blood on the Cross for us -- endure death itself for us -- for “without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness of sins” (Hebrews 9:22) -- that we could have the assurance of forgiveness and the possibility
of salvation. And, Our Savior would rise on the third day to prove that He is truly the Son of God,
become “the first born from the dead” (Colossians 1:18) and open to us the gates of Heaven, so that “those
who believe in Him might not perish but might have eternal life” (John 3:16).
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Thus, to those of us who have ever been hurt by others or rejected, misunderstood or betrayed, picked
on or persecuted, felt unwanted or unloved, the Lord says: “I love you … no matter what you do, I love
you with a steadfast love.” To those of us who have committed wrongs that the world and perhaps
even our beloved family and friends cannot forget, the Prince of Peace whispers: “I forgive, and I
forget … even though your sins may be like scarlet, they will be made white as snow …” To those who
have suffered the passing of a loved one, or who themselves are battling cancer or heart disease,
diabetes or arthritis, or who are even now walking “through the valley of the shadow of death,” the
King of Kings tells us: “Come to Me, and I will give you rest … they will have life everlasting, and I
will raise them up on the last day” (Matthew 11:28, John 6:40).
What incredible meaning this event of God’s coming in the flesh as Jesus Christ has to offer us! To
reduce Christmas to anything else than what it truly is -- to foolishly equate it somehow with
decorations and presents, food and fellowship, Frosty and Rudolph -- is to miss the message and the
mission of “the Son of Man come down from the clouds of Heaven” (Daniel 7:13). It is to lose the
meaning of the single greatest event that had ever touched human history, and the single greatest
opportunity of one’s own life!
What then ought our response to this opportunity be? Gratitude, to be sure! But also, imitation. We
must strive to learn about Christ and love Him, obey His commandments and live like He did, seek
each day to become more and more like Him, come ever closer to Him and to Heaven in our thoughts,
words, and deeds -- thinking only what He would think, saying only what He would say, doing only
what He would do! We must live what Saint Paul has described: “It is no longer I who live but Christ
lives in me. And the life that I live in the flesh, I live in the faith of the Son of God Who loved me and
gave Himself up for me” (Galatians 2:20).
My prayer for you is that the real meaning of Christ’s Nativity be yours this holy season, and that your
life will be changed forever because that message has truly touched your heart and soul in a special,
personal way. And, I pray that all the blessings that come with Our Lord’s Birth be yours not only this
Christmas Day but throughout the coming new year.
With my prayers, my blessings and my love,
+MICHAEL
Bishop of New York and the
Diocese of New York and New Jersey
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