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Report for the Diocesan Assembly, 2017
This past February, Holy Apostles Orthodox Church bid farewell to its beloved rector, Fr
James Worthington, and welcomed its new acting rector, Fr Joel Brady. Fr Joel hopes build on
the things which have been accomplished at Holy Apostles so far, and to remain alert for new
opportunities to proclaim the Gospel to Lansing, Ithaca, and the surrounding communities.
Holy Apostles continues to maintain a full liturgical life, with services six days per week:
weekday morning prayers (with mid-week Matins); Liturgies for Feasts and major Saints’ days;
and Vespers for Saturdays and eves of Feasts. Sunday attendance averages around 24 adults
and 9 children. We had about 45 adults for our Pascha service, including many visitors, and
we were able to have the Gospel read in ten different languages, giving a powerful witness of
the Gospel message “prepared before the face of all peoples.”
We also continue work on our iconostasis: we received a new icon of the Holy Apostles
in July. This completes a set of four panels, all by the same iconographer, who is now hard at
work on icons of the Evangelists to be mounted on the Royal Doors.
This year we were blessed to welcome Archbishop Michael to our parish for the weekend
of August 19–20. We were also blessed during this weekend to celebrate the ordination of our
parishioner Ivan Bazarov to the Holy Diaconate. Deacon Ivan serves at Liturgies and Vespers
services on weekends and many weekday Feasts, and contributes to the beauty, dignity, and
rhythm of the services.
Also in conjunction with Archbishop Michael’s visit, we were blessed to host the New York
State Deanery Clergy Picnic, as we have for the past several years. This not only provided an
opportunity for the clergy and their families to enjoy themselves in fellowship with one another,
but gave our parish community an opportunity to serve the broader Church community of
our region and be reminded of our place in the greater reality of the Church beyond our own
neighborhoods.
We continue to maintain an active presence at Cornell University, where Fr Joel is the main
chaplain for the OCF. OCF meets one evening per week for Compline and fellowship, and
one morning per week for morning prayers. OCF meetings are attended by a long-standing
group of graduate students and recent alumni, and three new undergraduate students have
begun attending regularly, with more coming sporadically. This past spring, the OCF hosted
a three-part lecture series, and is planning another for the coming spring, this time focusing
more on Orthodox responses to topics of concern for the broader Cornell community.
In addition to growing our ministry at Cornell, we are working to build our presence in the
Ithaca/Lansing community as a whole. Recently several Orthodox Christians from the area,
who had been unaware of our presence, have discovered us and been able to live a more
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active life in the Orthodox Church. We continue to work on finding other ways of making
our parish visible in the community. Fr Joel was able to attend the OCA’s week-long Mission
School this past August, which provided many helpful resources for proclaiming the Gospel
more widely in our community.
This past year we have been more actively engaged in fundraising, specifically for the
eventual goal of purchasing a Church building (possibly the one we are currently renting).
We held a chicken barbecue in July and a rummage sale in September, which we viewed as
opportunities not only to raise money but to increase our visibility in the local community.
We have been blessed in our life as a mission so far to be supported first by the OCA
Church Planting Grant and then by funds from the Diocese. To date we have been able
to amass about $56,000 between checking and savings, with an additional $29,000 in our
building fund. We continue to work to develop a stronger stewardship program so that, by
God’s grace, in the coming year we can be fully self-supporting financially. As we work toward
this goal, we are mindful of our Christian duty to care not only for our own Church community
but for those around us. The mission gives a portion of its monthly budget to charitable causes,
and parishioners give regularly to the Lansing Food Pantry. In response to the recent diocesan
appeal, we contributed $700 to IOCC’s hurricane relief efforts.
We have also been working to build up our programs of education within the parish: this
fall we have begun holding Sunday school classes, and this past summer we held a spiritual
book discussion group that met at a local coffee shop. We are planning a series of adult
education classes on the Divine Liturgy and the Church’s Liturgical cycle, to be held during
the Nativity Fast, with more educational programs to be held in the spring as well.
We are tremendously grateful to Archbishop Michael for his love, support, and prayers, and
to the Diocesan council and the Distinguished Diocesan Donors, whose support has made
possible our life as a mission so far. We ask for your continued prayers as we continue our
efforts to proclaim Christ’s truth to a world so desperately in need of it, and to live as an
example of His life and holiness to those around us.
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