THE ORDER FOR THE READER TYPIKA SERVICE
WHEN WE ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND CHURCH
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2020
24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 7. Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple.
Apostles of the Seventy Philemon and Archippus, Martyr Apphia, wife of Philemon and Equalto-the-Apostles, and Onesimus, disciple of St. Paul (1st c.). Martyrdom of St. Michael, Prince of
Tver’ (1318). Rt. Blv. Yaropolk, in Baptism Peter, Prince of Vladimir in Volyn’ (1086). Martyrs
Cecilia, Valerian, Tiburtius, and Maximus, at Rome (ca. 230). Martyr Procopius the Reader, at
Cæsarea in Palestine (303). Martyr Menignus at Parium (250). St. Agabbas of Syria (5th c.).
Righteous Michael the Soldier, of Bulgaria (866). Ven. Callistus Xanthopoulos (Mt. Athos—
1363).

*THE SERVICE TAKES PLACE IN FRONT OF OUR ICON CORNER*
EVERYONE: O, God cleanse me a sinner and have mercy on me! (3x)
READER: Through the Prayers of Our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ Our God, Have Mercy
on us.
READER:
Amen. O, Heavenly King, the Comforter the Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere
present and fillest all things. Treasury of Blessings and Giver of Life. Come and abide in us
and cleanse us from every impurity and save our souls, O Good One!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3 times)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto
ages of ages. Amen.
O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master,
pardon our transgressions. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy Name’s sake.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto
ages of ages. Amen.
EVERYONE: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.
READER: Through the Prayers of Our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ Our God, Have
Mercy on us.
READER: Amen. Lord have mercy (12x)
READER: Through the Prayers of Our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ Our God, Have
Mercy on us.
EVERYONE: Amen. Followed by the Singing of the First Antiphon.
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Bless the Lord, O my soul! Blessed are Thou, O Lord! Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within
me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits. Who forgives all your
iniquity, who heals all your diseases. The Lord is compassionate and merciful, long suffering and of great
goodness. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Blessed art Thou, O
Lord!
THE LITTLE LITANY is not said in the absence of a Priest or Deacon.
The reader continues:
READER: Amen. Lord have mercy (3x)
READER: Through the Prayers of Our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ Our God, Have
Mercy on us.
EVERYONE: Amen. Followed by the singing of the Second Antiphon.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I
have being. Put not your trust in princes, in sons of men in whom there is no salvation. When his breath
departs he returns to his earth, on that very day his plans perish. The Lord will reign forever; Your God,
O Zion, to all generation.
Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. Only-begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our
salvation didst will to be incarnate of the holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, Who without change
didst become man and wast crucified, Who art one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the
Holy Spirit: O Christ our God, trampling down death by death, save us!
THE LITTLE LITANY is not said in the absence of a Priest or Deacon.
The reader continues:
READER: Amen. Lord have mercy (3x)
READER: Through the Prayers of Our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ Our God, Have
Mercy on us.
EVERYONE: Amen. Followed by the singing of the Third Antiphon.
In Thy Kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom. Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness, for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed
are you when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely
for my sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven.
Followed by the singing of the appointed Troparia for the day:
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Troparion for The Resurrection – Tone 7
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. To the thief Thou didst open Paradise. For the
Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy, and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O
Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen,// granting the world great mercy.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Troparion for the Feast of The Theotokos – Tone 4
Today is the prelude of the good will of God, of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. The
Virgin appears in the Temple of God, in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. Let us rejoice and
sing to her: “Rejoice, O Fulfillment// of the Creator’s dispensation!“
Now and Ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Troparion for Holy Apostles of the Seventy - Tone 3
Holy Apostles Philemon, Archippus, Apphia, and Onesimus, / entreat the merciful God / to
grant our souls forgiveness of transgressions.
THE EPISTLE LESSON
READER: The Prokeimenon is in the 5th Tone:
Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us / and preserve us from this generation forever.
CHOIR: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us / and preserve us from this generation forever.
READER:

Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly!

CHOIR: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us / and preserve us from this generation forever.
READER: The Second Prokeimenon is in the 4th Tone:
He makes His Angels spirits, / and His ministers a flame of fire!
CHOIR: He makes His Angels spirits, / and His ministers a flame of fire!
READER: THE READING IS FROM THE EPISTLE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL TO THE
EPHESIANS.
READER: Ephesians 2:14-22
Brethren:
For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of
separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments
contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making
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peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby
putting to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to
those who were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.
Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being
fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together
for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
READER: And to your spirit: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! It is good to give thanks to the
Lord, to sing praises to Thy Name, O Most High.
CHOIR: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
READER: To declare Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night.
CHOIR: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
READER: Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline thine ear!
CHOIR: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
THE GOSPEL LESSON
READER: And that we may be accounted worthy of hearing the Holy Gospel, let us pray to
the Lord God.
EVERYONE: Lord have mercy (3x)
READER: Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according
to Saint Luke.
EVERYONE: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.
READER: Luke 12:16-21
Let us Attend!
Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.
And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my
crops?’
So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all
my crops and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for
many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”’
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But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those
things be which you have provided?’
So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
EVERYONE: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.
READER: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.
Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.
Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.
THE LITANY OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION is not said
in the absence of a Priest or Deacon. The reader continues:
READER: Amen. Lord have mercy (12x)
READER: Through the Prayers of Our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ Our God, Have
Mercy on us.
EVERYONE: Amen.
READER: The Heavenly Choir sings Thy praises and cries out: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of
Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
READER: Draw nigh unto Him, and be enlightened; and your faces shall not be put to
shame.
READER: The Heavenly Choir sings Thy praises and cries out: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of
Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
READER: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen.
READER: The Choir of Holy Angels and Archangels, with all the Powers of Heaven, sings
Thy praises and cries out: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of Sabaoth, Heaven and earth are full of
Thy glory.
THE SYMBOL OF FAITH (THE NICENE CREED)
EVERYONE: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten,
begotten of the Father before all ages. Light of light; true God of true God, begotten, not made;
of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made. Who for us men and for our
salvation came down from Heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was
buried. And the third day He arose again, according to the Scriptures, and ascended into
Heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge
the living and the dead. Whose kingdom shall have no end.
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And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father; Who with
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.
In One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE LITANY OF SUPPLICATION is not said
in the absence of a Priest or Deacon. The reader continues:
READER: Amen. Lord have mercy (12x)
READER: Through the Prayers of Our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ Our God, Have
Mercy on us.
EVERYONE: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.
READER: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have
mercy on us and save us.
EVERYONE: Amen. (Followed by the singing of the appointed Kontakia)
Kontakion for The Resurrection – Tone 7
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, shattering and
destroying its powers. Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry: “The Savior has come
to those in faith;// enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!”
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Kontakion for Feast of The Theotokos – Tone 4
The most pure Temple of the Savior; the precious Chamber and Virgin; the sacred Treasure of
the glory of God, is presented today to the house of the Lord. She brings with her the grace of
the Spirit, therefore, the angels of God praise her:// “Truly this woman is the abode of
Heaven!”
Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Troparion for Holy Apostles of the Seventy - Tone 3
Let us praise the Apostles of Christ, / who illumine the ends of the earth like all-radiant stars: /
glorious Philemon and dedicated Archippus, / Onesimus, together with Mark and Apollos, and
the all-wise Apphia. / Let us cry to them: / “Unceasingly pray for us all!”
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READER: Lord have mercy (12x)
O All-Holy Trinity, Consubstantial Power, Undivided Kingdom, Origin of all Good: be
graciously inclined unto me, a sinner. Make steadfast my heart and give it understanding,
and take away from me every defilement. Enlighten my mind, that I may ever glorify, praise
and worship Thee, and say: One is Holy, One is the Lord Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord, henceforth and forevermore. (3x)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
PSALM 34
READER: I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall be continually in my mouth. In
the Lord shall my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with
me, and let us exalt His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me
from all my troubles. Draw nigh unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be
put to shame. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his
troubles. The Angel of the Lord will encamp around those who fear Him, and will deliver
them. O taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man that hopes in Him. O fear the
Lord, all you His saints; for there is no want for them that fear Him. The rich have become
poor and have hungered; but they that seek the Lord shall lack no good thing. Come, O
children, hearken unto me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Who is the man that desires
life, who loves to see days that are good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from
speaking deceit. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of
the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears unto their supplication. The face of the Lord is
against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.
The righteous cried, and the Lord hear them, and He delivered them out of all their troubles.
The Lord is nigh unto them that are broken in heart, and will save them that are humble in
spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, and out of them all shall the Lord deliver
them. The Lord keeps all of their bones; not one of them shall be broken. The death of
sinners is cruel, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the
soul of His servants, and none of them shall do wrong that hope in Him.
READER: More honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious beyond than the Seraphim,
without defilement, You gave birth to God the Word, True Theotokos, we magnify You.
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CHOIR: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. Lord, Bless!

READER: May Christ our True God, through the Prayers of our Holy Fathers, through the
Prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, The Feast of whose Entrance into
the Temple we celebrate, by the Power of the Precious and Life-Creating Cross, through the
protection of the Bodiless Powers of Heaven, through the prayers of the Holy Glorious Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist John, through the prayers of the holy glorious and all-laudable
Apostles, through the Prayers of all the North American Saints, through the prayers of
_____________________ the patron of this Holy Temple, through the prayers of the Holy
Apostles of the Seventy Philemon and Archippus whom we commemorate today, of the holy
and righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints, O Lord Jesus Christ
Our God, have mercy on us and save us.
(The faithful now come up and venerate the Precious Cross and Icons in our Icon Corner.)
READER: Through the Prayers of our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
on us and save us.
CHOIR: Amen. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.
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“THE DIOCESE OF NEW YORK and NEW JERSEY EDUCATION CORNER”
The Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
Eat, Drink, and Be Merry
Luke 12:16-21
From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Luke
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria
16-21. And He spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought
forth plentifully, and he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no
room where to gather my crops? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and
build greater; and there will I gather all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night they shall require thy soul of thee: then whose
shall those things be, which thou hast prepared? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward God.
The Lord had said that the life of a man is not lengthened by an abundance of possessions, and
now He offers this parable in confirmation of this truth. See how He describes for us the
insatiable thoughts of the foolish rich man. God did His part and showed His mercy; for all the
ground of the rich man brought forth plentifully, not just one of his fields. But the rich man
himself bore so little fruit from the mercy shown him that even before he had gathered the
crops, he imagined them already locked up for himself. See also the pleasures of the rich man:
What shall I do? Does not the pauper say the same thing as well, "What shall I do? I have
nothing to eat or to put on." Think, if you will, about the words of the rich man. What shall I do,
because I have no room where to gather my crops? At the very least, he could take a good rest.
If both the pauper says, "What shall I do because I have not?" and the rich man says, "What shall
I do because I have not?" then what do we gain by gathering more and more? We do not gain
any rest, and it is clear from all the cares that come from our further efforts that we are piling up
for ourselves only a great multitude of sins. Yet the foolish man says, I will pull down my barns,
and build greater. And if your land yields even more bountifully in the future, will you pull
these down and build again? But what need is there to pull down and build? You have
available to you as storehouses the stomachs of the poor which can hold much, and are
indestructible and imperishable. They are in fact heavenly and divine storehouses, for he who
feeds the pauper, feeds God. See something else that is foolish: my fruits and my goods. The
rich man did not consider that he had received these things from God. If he had, he would have
treated these things as would a steward of God. But he imagined that these things were the
fruits of his own labors, which is why he usurped them for himself, calling them my fruits and
my goods. "I am the sole owner," he thinks, "and there is no one else entitled to a share. These
things are not Godâ€™s, but mine, and therefore I alone will enjoy them. I will not now take
God in as a partner to enjoy my profit." Because he spoke foolishly, let us see what happened.
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years. He determines that he will have a long life,
as if length of years was something else he could obtain by working his land. But a long life is
not a crop you can grow, and it is not another of your belongings. "Eat, drink, and be merry.
Three cheers for the good things of my soul!" But to eat and drink are the good things only of an
irrational soul. Because this man has an irrational soul, it is fitting that he plans to reward
himself with these things. But the good things of a rational soul are to understand, to reason,
and to be glad in the law of God and in good thoughts. Do eating and drinking not suffice for
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you, 0 fool, but you must also order up for your soul that which accompanies these things,
namely, shameful and base pleasure? Euphemistically did the Lord employ the words be merry,
indicating by them the most wanton passions which are the consequence of too much food and
drink. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night they shall require thy soul of thee. The
words God said unto him do not mean that God conversed with the rich man, although the
parable puts it in this form. Instead, the thoughts that came into the mans mind are what God
spoke. Thou fool. He calls him a fool because everything he wanted was foolish, as we have
shown. And every man like him is foolish and acts in vain, for, as David says, In vain doth
every man disquiet himself [Ps. 38:14]. Why? Because he stores up things without knowing for
whom he gathers them. How can he not be called a fool who does not know that the length of a
manâ€™s life rests with God alone and that no man can set the limits of his own life?
Notice also the words, they will require. Like some stern imperial officers demanding tribute,
the fearsome angels will ask for your soul, and you will not want to give it because you love
this life and claim the things of this life as your own. But they do not demand the soul of a
righteous man, because he himself commits his soul into the hands of the God and Father of
spirits, and he does so with joy and gladness, not in the least bit grieved that he is handing over
his soul to God. For him the body is a light burden, easily shed. But the sinner has made his
soul fleshy, something in substance like the body and like the earth, rendering it difficult to
separate from the body. This is why the soul must be demanded of him, the same way that
harsh tax collectors treat debtors who refuse to pay what is due. See that the Lord did not say, "I
shall require thy soul of thee," but, they shall require. For the souls of the righteous are already
in the hands of God. Truly it is at night when the soul of such a sinner is demanded of him. It is
night for this sinner who is darkened by the love of wealth, and into whom the light of divine
knowledge cannot penetrate, and death overtakes him. Thus he who lays up treasure for
himself is called foolish: he never stops drawing up plans and dies in the midst of them. But if
he had been laying up treasure for the poor and for God, it would not have been so. Let us
strive, therefore, to be rich toward God, that is, to trust in God, to have Him as our wealth and
the treasury of wealth, and not to speak of my goods but of "the good things of God." If they are
Godâ€™s, then let us not deprive God of His own goods. This is what it means to be rich
toward God: to trust that even if I empty myself and give everything away, I will not lack the
necessities. God is my treasury of good things, and I open and take from that treasury what I
need.
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THE FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS INTO THE
TEMPLE
November 21
According to Holy Tradition, the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple took place
in the following manner. The parents of the Virgin Mary, Sts Joachim and Anna, praying for an
end to their childlessness, vowed that if a child were born to them, they would dedicate it to the
service of God. When the Most Holy Virgin reached the age of three, the holy parents decided
to fulfill their vow. They gathered together their relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the
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All-Pure Virgin in Her finest clothes. Singing sacred songs and with lighted candles in their
hands, virgins escorted Her to the Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15). There the High Priest and several
priests met the handmaiden of God. In the Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary,
which only the priests and High Priest could enter. (Because they recited a Psalm on each step,
Psalms 119/120-133/134 are called “Psalms of Ascent.”)
The child Mary, so it seemed, could not make it up this stairway. But just as they placed Her on
the first step, strengthened by the power of God, She quickly went up the remaining steps and
ascended to the highest one. Then the High Priest, through inspiration from above, led the Most
Holy Virgin into the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest entered once a year to offer a
purifying sacrifice of blood. Therefore, all those present in the Temple were astonished at this
most unusual occurrence. After entrusting their child to the Heavenly Father, Joachim and
Anna returned home. The All-Holy Virgin remained in the quarters for virgins near the Temple.
According to the testimony of Holy Scripture (Exodus 38; 1 Kings 1: 28; Luke 2: 37), and also the
historian Josephus Flavius, there were many living quarters around the Temple, in which those
who were dedicated to the service of God dwelt.
The earthly life of the Most Holy Theotokos from Her infancy until She was taken up to Heaven
is shrouded in deep mystery. Her life at the Jerusalem Temple was also a secret. “If anyone
were to ask me,” said St Jerome, “how the Most Holy Virgin spent the time of Her youth, I
would answer that that is known to God Himself and the Archangel Gabriel, Her constant
guardian.” But there are accounts in Church Tradition, that during the All-Pure Virgin’s stay at
the Temple, She grew up in a community of pious virgins, diligently read the Holy Scripture,
occupied Herself with handicrafts, prayed constantly, and grew in love for God. From ancient
times, the Church has celebrated the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the
Temple. Indications that the Feast was observed in the first centuries of Christianity are found
in the traditions of Palestinian Christians, which say that the holy Empress Helen (May 21) built
a church in honor of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple.
St Gregory of Nyssa, in the fourth century, also mentions this Feast. In the eighth century Sts
Germanus and Tarasius, Patriarchs of Constantinople, delivered sermons on the Feast of the
Entry.
The Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple foretells God’s blessing for
the human race, the preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming of Christ.
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A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day
O Master, Lord, God Almighty, we have gathered together to praise Thy majesty, to bless Thee,
to glorify Thee, the only true God, and to offer thanks unto Thee with a grateful heart for all the
blessings Thou hast bestowed upon us, and for all of Thy mercies seen and unseen which Thou
graciously continues to pour out upon us.
O Lord, we find ourselves in this land as Jonah did in the boat, when, in time of danger, all of
the sailors and passengers, though of different faiths, yet with one heart and one mind, they
raised supplicatory arms in prayer. Thou, the only true and living God, did not despise their
prayers but answered their prayers, revealing to them Thy holy will, and rescuing them from
danger.
We too, O God of our fathers, as we are about to sit down and partake of these gifts which Thou
hast set before us, we raise up our arms unto Thee and do humbly ask that Thou dost accept
our prayer of thanksgiving, along with people of every faith on this land. We unite our prayer
together in one mind and one heart, thankful for the religious freedom we enjoy in which we
use it to learn about Thee, the true God, in order to know Thee, love Thee and worship Thee in
truth. We are especially thankful, Almighty God, for Thine ineffable love toward us, Thine
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unworthy servants that we are, and for the sacrifice on the Cross of Thy only begotten Son, our
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, and for the gifts of Thy all Holy Good and Life-giving Spirit.
We ask that You watch over us: Mommy, Daddy, Anna, Alexandra, Yiayia, Grandma, Grandpa
and our entire family, our friends, our parish family with continued good health, long life, and
happiness.
We ask that you grant rest eternal and blessed repose to all of the departed members of our
family, especially Thy servants: Archpriest Eugene, Michael, Nicholas, Mary, Catherine,
Nicholas, George, Ivan, Alexander, Milia and all of the departed members of our parish families
and friend and may their memory be eternal.
Gratefully we unite our voices and we pray to Thee, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, the God of all
mercies and bounties Whose mercy is immeasurable, and whose love for mankind is an
unfathomable deep: falling down in adoration before Thy majesty, with fear and trembling, as
unprofitable servants, and now humbly rendering thanks unto Thy loving-kindness for Thy
benefits bestowed upon Thy Servants we glorify Thee, we praise Thee, we sing Thee and we
magnify thee as our Lord, and Master, and Benefactor; and again falling down before Thee, we
humbly thank Thee, supplicating Thy boundless and inexpressible mercy. And in that Thou
hast graciously vouchsafed to accept the petitions of Thy servants and to fulfill them, so also
grant that henceforth thy Holy Church and this city may be delivered from every hostile
assault, and may be vouchsafed peace and tranquillity, and that increasing in true love of Thee,
and in all virtues, all Thy faithful people may receive Thy benefits; and that we may ever offer
thanksgiving unto Thee, together with Thy Father, Who is from everlasting, and Thine all holy,
and good, and life giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann
Final words
Father Alexander Schmemann celebrated the Divine Liturgy for the last time on Thanksgiving
Day. This was particularly appropriate since Father Alexander had devoted his whole life to
teaching, writing and preaching about the Eucharist; for the word eucharist in Greek means
thanksgiving. At the conclusion of the liturgy, Father Alexander took from his pocket a short
written sermon, in the form of a prayer, which he proceeded to read. This was a strange
occurrence since Father never wrote his liturgical homilies, but delivered them
extemporaneously. These were his words, which proved to be the last ever spoken by him from
the ambo in Church.
++++++++++++++++++
“Thank You, O Lord!”
Everyone capable of thanksgiving is capable of salvation and eternal joy.
Thank You, O Lord, for having accepted this Eucharist, which we offered to the Holy Trinity,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and which filled our hearts with the joy, peace and righteousness of
the Holy Spirit. Thank You, O Lord, for having revealed Yourself unto us and given us the
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foretaste of Your Kingdom. Thank You, O Lord, for having united us to one another in serving
You and Your Holy Church. Thank You, O Lord, for having helped us to overcome all
difficulties, tensions, passions, temptations and restored peace, mutual love and joy in sharing
the communion of the Holy Spirit. Thank You, O Lord, for the sufferings You bestowed upon
us, for they are purifying us from selfishness and reminding us of the "one thing needed;" Your
eternal Kingdom. Thank You, O Lord, for having given us this country where we are free to
Worship You. Thank You, O Lord, for this school, where the name of God is proclaimed. Thank
You, O Lord, for our families: husbands, wives and, especially, children who teach us how to
celebrate Your holy Name in joy, movement and holy noise. Thank You, O Lord, for everyone
and everything. Great are You, O Lord, and marvelous are Your deeds, and no word is
sufficient to celebrate Your miracles. Lord, it is good to be here! Amen.

The History and Meaning of Thanksgiving Day
Thanksgiving at Plymouth
In September 1620, a small ship called the Mayflower left Plymouth, England, carrying 102
passengers—an assortment of religious separatists seeking a new home where they could freely
practice their faith and other individuals lured by the promise of prosperity and land
ownership in the New World. After a treacherous and uncomfortable crossing that lasted 66
days, they dropped anchor near the tip of Cape Cod, far north of their intended destination at
the mouth of the Hudson River. One month later, the Mayflower crossed Massachusetts Bay,
where the Pilgrims, as they are now commonly known, began the work of establishing a village
at Plymouth.
Did You Know?
Lobster, seal and swans were on the Pilgrims' menu.
Throughout that first brutal winter, most of the colonists remained on board the ship, where
they suffered from exposure, scurvy and outbreaks of contagious disease. Only half of the
Mayflower’s original passengers and crew lived to see their first New England spring. In
March, the remaining settlers moved ashore, where they received an astonishing visit from an
Abenaki Indian who greeted them in English. Several days later, he returned with another
Native American, Squanto, a member of the Pawtuxet tribe who had been kidnapped by an
English sea captain and sold into slavery before escaping to London and returning to his
homeland on an exploratory expedition. Squanto taught the Pilgrims, weakened by
malnutrition and illness, how to cultivate corn, extract sap from maple trees, catch fish in the
rivers and avoid poisonous plants. He also helped the settlers forge an alliance with the
Wampanoag, a local tribe, which would endure for more than 50 years and tragically remains
one of the sole examples of harmony between European colonists and Native Americans.
In November 1621, after the Pilgrims’ first corn harvest proved successful, Governor William
Bradford organized a celebratory feast and invited a group of the fledgling colony’s Native
American allies, including the Wampanoag chief Massasoit. Now remembered as American’s
“first Thanksgiving”—although the Pilgrims themselves may not have used the term at the
time—the festival lasted for three days. While no record exists of the historic banquet’s exact
menu, the Pilgrim chronicler Edward Winslow wrote in his journal that Governor Bradford sent
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four men on a “fowling” mission in preparation for the event, and that the Wampanoag guests
arrived bearing five deer. Historians have suggested that many of the dishes were likely
prepared using traditional Native American spices and cooking methods. Because the Pilgrims
had no oven and the Mayflower’s sugar supply had dwindled by the fall of 1621, the meal did
not feature pies, cakes or other desserts, which have become a hallmark of contemporary
celebrations.
Thanksgiving Becomes an Official Holiday
Pilgrims held their second Thanksgiving celebration in 1623 to mark the end of a long drought
that had threatened the year’s harvest and prompted Governor Bradford to call for a religious
fast. Days of fasting and thanksgiving on an annual or occasional basis became common
practice in other New England settlements as well. During the American Revolution, the
Continental Congress designated one or more days of thanksgiving a year, and in 1789 George
Washington issued the first Thanksgiving proclamation by the national government of the
United States; in it, he called upon Americans to express their gratitude for the happy
conclusion to the country’s war of independence and the successful ratification of the U.S.
Constitution. His successors John Adams and James Madison also designated days of thanks
during their presidencies.
In 1817, New York became the first of several states to officially adopt an annual Thanksgiving
holiday; each celebrated it on a different day, however, and the American South remained
largely unfamiliar with the tradition. In 1827, the noted magazine editor and prolific writer
Sarah Josepha Hale—author, among countless other things, of the nursery rhyme “Mary Had a
Little Lamb”—launched a campaign to establish Thanksgiving as a national holiday. For 36
years, she published numerous editorials and sent scores of letters to governors, senators,
presidents and other politicians. Abraham Lincoln finally heeded her request in 1863, at the
height of the Civil War, in a proclamation entreating all Americans to ask God to “commend to
his tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in the
lamentable civil strife” and to “heal the wounds of the nation.” He scheduled Thanksgiving for
the final Thursday in November, and it was celebrated on that day every year until 1939, when
Franklin D. Roosevelt moved the holiday up a week in an attempt to spur retail sales during the
Great Depression. Roosevelt’s plan, known derisively as Franksgiving, was met with passionate
opposition, and in 1941 the president reluctantly signed a bill making Thanksgiving the fourth
Thursday in November.
Thanksgiving Traditions
In many American households, the Thanksgiving celebration has lost much of its original
religious significance; instead, it now centers on cooking and sharing a bountiful meal with
family and friends. Turkey, a Thanksgiving staple so ubiquitous it has become all but
synonymous with the holiday, may or may not have been on offer when the Pilgrims hosted the
inaugural feast in 1621. Today, however, nearly 90 percent of Americans eat the bird—whether
roasted, baked or deep-fried—on Thanksgiving, according to the National Turkey Federation.
Other traditional foods include stuffing, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie.
Volunteering is a common Thanksgiving Day activity, and communities often hold food drives
and host free dinners for the less fortunate.
Parades have also become an integral part of the holiday in cities and towns across the United
States. Presented by Macy’s department store since 1924, New York City’s Thanksgiving Day
parade is the largest and most famous, attracting some 2 to 3 million spectators along its 2.5mile route and drawing an enormous television audience. It typically features marching bands,
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performers, elaborate floats conveying various celebrities and giant balloons shaped like
cartoon characters.
Beginning in the mid-20th century and perhaps even earlier, the president of the United States
has “pardoned” one or two Thanksgiving turkeys each year, sparing the birds from slaughter
and sending them to a farm for retirement. A number of U.S. governors also perform the annual
turkey pardoning ritual.
Thanksgiving Controversies
For some scholars, the jury is still out on whether the feast at Plymouth really constituted the
first Thanksgiving in the United States. Indeed, historians have recorded other ceremonies of
thanks among European settlers in North America that predate the Pilgrims’ celebration. In
1565, for instance, the Spanish explorer Pedro Menéndez de Avilé invited members of the local
Timucua tribe to a dinner in St. Augustine, Florida, after holding a mass to thank God for his
crew’s safe arrival. On December 4, 1619, when 38 British settlers reached a site known as
Berkeley Hundred on the banks of Virginia’s James River, they read a proclamation designating
the date as “a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God.”
Some Native Americans and others take issue with how the Thanksgiving story is presented to
the American public, and especially to schoolchildren. In their view, the traditional narrative
paints a deceptively sunny portrait of relations between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag
people, masking the long and bloody history of conflict between Native Americans and
European settlers that resulted in the deaths of millions. Since 1970, protesters have gathered on
the day designated as Thanksgiving at the top of Cole’s Hill, which overlooks Plymouth Rock,
to commemorate a “National Day of Mourning.” Similar events are held in other parts of the
country.
Thanksgiving’s Ancient Origins
Although the American concept of Thanksgiving developed in the colonies of New England, its
roots can be traced back to the other side of the Atlantic. Both the Separatists who came over on
the Mayflower and the Puritans who arrived soon after brought with them a tradition of
providential holidays—days of fasting during difficult or pivotal moments and days of feasting
and celebration to thank God in times of plenty.
As an annual celebration of the harvest and its bounty, moreover, Thanksgiving falls under a
category of festivals that spans cultures, continents and millennia. In ancient times, the
Egyptians, Greeks and Romans feasted and paid tribute to their gods after the fall harvest.
Thanksgiving also bears a resemblance to the ancient Jewish harvest festival of Sukkot. Finally,
historians have noted that Native Americans had a rich tradition of commemorating the fall
harvest with feasting and merrymaking long before Europeans set foot on their shores.
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