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The Vespers
of Pascha

The celebrant vests himself in all his priestly vestments.
Standing before the holy table, holding in his left hand the precious Cross and the three-branched candlestick, he traces the
sign of the cross with the censer, and exclaims:
Priest:

Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Choir:

Amen.

Priest:

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death, and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life. (3x)

APPENDIX
Alternate prokeimenon settings

The priest reads the Pascal verses and the choir sings
the troparion once between each.
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Priest:

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death.

Choir:

And upon those in the tombs bestowing
life.

Priest:

May He who is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon
those in the tombs bestowing life, Christ
our true God, through the prayers of His
most pure Mother , and of all the Saints,
have mercy on us and save us, for He is
good and loves mankind.

Then raising the cross, he says, Christ is risen
(thrice) and we answer each time, Indeed He is risen. And finally we sing the whole troparion, Christ
is risen ...(thrice) After that we conclude by singing:
Choir:

And unto us He has given eternal life. Let
us worship His resurrection on the third
day.

Verse 1: Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered: let those who hate Him flee from
before His face.
Verse 2: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish:
as wax melts before the fire.
Verse 3: So the sinners will perish before the face
of God: but let the righteous be glad.
Verse 4: This is the day which the Lord has
made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Verse 5

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit:

Verse 6: Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.
Priest:

Christ is Risen…..

Choir:

And upon those….
The Great Litany
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Priest:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:

Lord, have mercy. (repeat after each petition)

Priest:

For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of God, and for the union
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
For this holy house and for those who enter with
faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to
the Lord.
For His Beatitude, our Metropolitan
________ , and for His Grace, our Bishop
________ for the honorable priesthood, the deaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and the people,
let us pray to the Lord.
For the President of our country, for all civil
authorities, and for our armed forces everywhere,
let us pray to the Lord.
For this city, for every city and country, and
for the faithful dwelling in them, let us pray to the
Lord.
For seasonable weather, for abundance of
the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord.
For travelers by land, by sea, and by air: for
the sick and the suffering: for captives and their
salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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The Dismissal
Priest:

Wisdom.

Choir:

Father, bless.

Priest: Christ our God, the Existing, is blessed
always, now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.
Choir:

Amen. Preserve, O God, the Holy Orthodox Faith and Orthodox Christians,
unto ages of ages.

Priest:

Most holy Theotokos, save us.

Choir:

More honorable than the Cherubim, and
more glorious beyond compare than the
Seraphim: without defilement you gave
birth to God the Word. True Theotokos,
we magnify you.
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For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath,
danger, and necessity, let us pray to the Lord.
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
keep us, O God, by Thy grace
Commemorating our most holy, most pure,
most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and
ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.
Choir:

To Thee, O Lord.

For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and
worship: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir:

32

Amen.
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Lord I Call
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Then the Paschal Stikhera, with their verses
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powers of the Devil, from vain thoughts and from
evil imaginations. Blessed and glorified be the majesty of Thy kingdom: of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages
of ages.
Choir:

Amen.
The Apostikha (Tone 2)

The Entrance
Priest:

Wisdom. Let us attend.

Choir:

O gladsome light of the holy glory of the
immortal Father, heavenly, holy, blessed
Jesus Christ. Now that we have come to
the setting of the sun, and behold the light
of evening, we praise God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. For meet it is at all times
to worship Thee with voices of praise, O
Son of God and Giver of Life: therefore, all
the world doth glorify Thee!

This can be done in a simple Tone 6 melody; an additional
melody has been provided here.
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Choir:

To Thee, 0 Lord.

Priest:
For Thou art a good God and lovest
mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Choir:

Amen.

Priest:

Peace be unto all.

Choir:

And to your spirit.

Priest:

Let us bow our heads unto the Lord.

Choir:

To Thee, 0 Lord.

Priest: O Lord our God, who didst bow the heavens and come down for the salvation of mankind: Look upon Thy servants and Thine inheritance: for unto Thee, the awesome Judge, who
yet lovest mankind, have Thy servants bowed
their heads, and submissively inclined their
necks, awaiting not help from men, but asking
Thy mercy, and looking confidently for Thy salvation. Guard them at all times, both during this
present evening and in the approaching night,
from every foe, from all adverse
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That the whole evening may be perfect, holy,
peaceful and sinless, let us ask of the Lord.
Choir:

Grant it, O Lord. (repeat after each petition)

Priest:
An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a
guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask of the
Lord.

The priest completes the entrance by going to the High Place.
Then, facing the people, he intones:
Priest Let us attend. Peace be unto all. Wisdom.
The Great Prokeimenon in the 7th Tone:
Who is so great a God as our God: Thou art
the God who doest wonders.

Pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord.
All things that are good and profitable for our
souls, and peace for the world, let us ask of the
Lord.
That we may complete the remaining time of
our life in peace and repentance, let us ask of the
Lord.
A Christian ending to our life: painless,
blameless, and peaceful: and a good defense before the dread judgment seat of Christ, let us ask of
the Lord.
Commemorating our most holy, most pure,
most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and
ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.
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An alternate melody is in the Appendix at
the end of this booklet
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And we sing the same once. The priest then chants the verses. And we sing at each verse: Who is so great. ..
Verse 1: Thou hast made known Thy power
among the peoples.
Verse 2: And I said, now have I begun: this is the
change of the right hand of the Most
High
Verse 3: I remembered the works of the Lord: for
from the beginning will I remember Thy
wonders.
Priest:

Who is so great a God as our God:

Choir:

Thou art the God who doest wonders.
The Reading of the Holy Gospel

Priest:

And that we may be accounted worthy to
hear the Holy Gospel, let us pray to the
Lord God.

Choir:

Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest:

Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the
Holy Gospel. Peace be unto all.

Choir:

And to your spirit.

Priest:

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (John 20:19-25):
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The Litany of Vespers
Priest: Let us complete our evening prayer unto
the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy. (repeat after each petition)

Priest: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
21

Choir:

Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Priest:
On the evening of that day, the first day
of the week, the doors being shut where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said to
them, "Peace be with you." When He had said
this, He showed them His hands and His side.
Then the disciples were glad when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I
send you." And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven: if you retain the sins of any
they are retained." Now Thomas, one of the
twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told
him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to
them "Unless I see in His hands the print of
the nails, and place my finger in the mark of
the nails, and place my hand in His side, I will
not believe."
Choir:

Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee
The Augmented Litany
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Priest:

Let us say with all our soul and with all our
mind, let us say.

Choir:

Lord, have mercy. (repeat after each petition)
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Priest:

O Lord Almighty, the God of our fathers,
we pray Thee, hearken al have mercy.

Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy
great goodness, we pray Thee, hearken and have
mercy.

For Thou art a merciful God, and lovest mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now
and ever and unto ages of ages.
Choir:

Amen

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (3x) (repeat after each petition)

Again we pray for His Beatitude, our Metropolitan
__________, and His Grace __________, our
Bishop, for priests, deacons, and all other clergy:
and for all our brethren in Christ.
Again we pray for the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and for the armed forces.
Again we pray for the blessed and evermemorable founders of this holy house: and for all
of our fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters, the
Orthodox departed this life before us, who here
and in all the world lie asleep in the Lord.
Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health,
salvation, and visitation, pardon and remission of
sins, for all the brethren of this community.
Again we pray for those who bring offerings
and do good works in this holy and all-venerable
house: for those who labor and those who sing:
and for all people here present, who await Thy
great and rich mercy.
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