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Panikhida 
 

Service For Those Who 
Have Fallen Asleep 

 

 

  



Panikhida—Memorial Service 

 
Priest: Blessed is our God always, now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages. 
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Priest:  His (her, their) souls shall dwell with the 
blessed.  

Priest: His (her, their) memory shall be from gen-
eration to generation. 

Choir repeats this to the same melody as above 
Priest: May Christ our true God grant rest to him 

(her, them) who hath fallen asleep, foras-
much as He is good and loveth mankind. 

Choir:  Amen 
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Choir: More honorable than the Cherubim and 
beyond compare more glorious than the 
Seraphim, without defilement you gave 
birth to God, the Word. True Theotokos 
we magnify you 

 

Priest: Glory to Thee, O Christ our God, our sure 
hope: glory to Thee. 

 

Choir:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 
ages of ages. 

 

Lord have mercy (3x). Father bless. 
 

Priest: May He who rose from the dead, Christ 
our true God, through the prayers of His 
all-pure Mother; of the holy, glorious and 
all-laudable Apostles; of our holy and 
God-bearing Fathers; and of all the 
Saints; establish the soul(s) of His serv-
ant(s) who have been taken from us , in 
the mansions of the righteous; give him 
(her, them) rest in Abraham’s bosom and 
number him (her, them) among the just 
and have mercy on us, forasmuch as He 
is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Choir:  Amen 
 

Priest: Grant rest eternal in blessed repose, O 
Lord, to Thy servant(s) ___________ who  
has (have) fallen asleep, and make his 
(her, their) memory to be eternal. 
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Glory  to the  Father, and  to  the  Son, and to  the  
Holy Spirit, now  and  ever,  and  unto  ages of ag-
es. Amen. 
  

Most holy Trinity; have mercy on us. Lord: cleanse 
us from our sins. Master: pardon our transgres-
sions. Holy One: visit and heal our infirmities, for 
Thy name's sake.  
  

Lord have mercy. (3x)  
 

Glory to  the  Father, and   to  the  Son,  and  to 
the Holy Spirit,  now and  ever,  and unto  ages of 
ages. Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory:  of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages. 
Reader: Amen. Lord have mercy (12x) 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen 
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Reader: Come let us worship God our King. Come 
let us worship and bow down before 
Christ our king and our God. Come let us 
worship and bow down before Christ Him-
self, our king and our God. 

 

Psalm 91 
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, who 
abides in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to 
the Lord, "My refuge and my fortress; my God, in 
whom I trust."  For he will deliver you from the 
snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence;  
he will cover you with his pinions, and under his 
wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a 
shield and buckler. You will not fear the terror of 
the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the 
pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruc-
tion that wastes at noonday. A thousand may fall at 
your side, ten thousand at your right hand; but it 
will not come near you. You will only look with your 
eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. Be-
cause you have made the Lord your refuge, the 
Most High your habitation, no evil shall befall you, 
no scourge come near your tent. For He will give 
His angels charge of you to guard you in all your 
ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
you dash your foot against a stone. You will tread 
on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the 
serpent you will trample under foot. Because he 
cleaves to me in love, I will deliver him; I will pro-
tect him, because he knows my name. When he 
calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in 
trouble, I will rescue him and honor him.  With long  
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Choir: Grant it O Lord 
 

Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir: Lord have mercy. 
 

Priest: O God of all spirits and flesh, Who has 
trampled down death, and overthrown the devil, 
and given life unto Thy world: Do Thou, the same 
Lord, give rest to the soul of Thy departed serv-
ants) __________ In a place of brightness, a 
place of refreshment, a place of repose where all 
sickness, sorrow and sighing from have fled away.  
Pardon every transgression which he (she, they) 
have committed whether by word or deed, or 
thought.  
 For Thou art a good God and lovest man-
kind: because there is no man who liveth and sin-
neth not: for Thou only art without sin and Thy 
righteousness is to all eternity and Thy word is 
true. 
 For Thou art the Resurrection, the Life, and 
the repose of Thy servant(s) ________ who is 
(are) fallen asleep, O Christ our God; and unto 
Thee do we ascribe glory, together with Thy Fa-
ther who is from everlasting,  and Thine All- Holy, 
Good and Life-creating Spirit, now and ever, and 
unto ages of ages.  
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

Priest: Wisdom! Most Holy Theotokos save us. 
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Priest: Have mercy on us, O God, according to 
Thy great mercy; we beseech Thee hear 
us and have mercy.  

Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the 
servant(s) of God ________departed this life; 
and that he (she, they) may be pardoned all his 
(her, their) sins, both voluntary and involuntary. 
 

That the Lord God  will establish his (her, their) 
soul(s) where the Just repose. 
 

The mercies of God, the Kingdom of the Heav-
ens, and remission of his (her, their) sins: let us 
entreat of Christ our King Immortal and our God. 
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life I will satisfy him, and show him my salvation.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, glory to Thee, O God (3x) 

 

The Great Litany 
 

Priest: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

For the remission of the sins of him (her, those) 
who have departed this life in blessed memory, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the ever-memorable servant(s) of God, 
_______; for his (her, their) repose, tranquility 
and blessed memory, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

That He will pardon him (her, them) every trans-
gression, whether voluntary or involuntary, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
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That he (she, they) may stand uncondemned be-
fore the dread throne of the Lord of glory, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 

For the weeping and the grieving, who are looking 
for the consolation of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

That He will release him (her, them) from all sick-
ness, sorrow and sighing, and make him (her 
them) glad where the light of God’s countenance 
shall visit, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

That the Lord our God will establish his (her, their) 
soul(s) in a place of brightness, a place of refresh-
ment, a place of rest, where all the righteous dwell, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 

That he (she, they) may be numbered with those in 
the bosom of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
 

For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, dan-
ger and necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, 
O God, by Thy grace. 
 

Having implored for him (her, them) the mercies of 
God, the kingdom of heaven and remission of sins, 
let us commend ourselves and each other, and all 
our life unto Christ our God. 
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Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
 

For Thou art the resurrection, and the life, and the 
repose of Thy servant(s) _________ who is (are) 
fallen asleep, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do 
we ascribe glory, together with Thy Father, who is 
from everlasting, and Thine all-holy, good and life-
creating Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ag-
es. 
 

Choir: Amen 
 

Priest:  Alleluia in the 8th Tone: Blessed are they 
whom Thou hast chosen and taken, O Lord. 

Choir:  Alleluia,  

Priest: Their memory is from generation to gener-
ation 

Choir:  Alleluia,  

Priest: Their souls shall dwell with the blessed. 

Choir: Alleluia 
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Priest: For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and un-
to ages of ages.  
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Reader: 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy 
on us (3x) 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

Most Holy Trinity have mercy on us, Lord cleanse 
us from our sins, Master pardon our iniquities, Holy 
One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy Name’s 
Sake. 
 

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mer-
cy. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not in-
to temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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Priest: Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
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Continue with the following verses in the same tone, 
with refrains. 
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Ye holy martyrs who preached the Lamb of God / 
and like unto lambs were slain / and are translated 
into life unfading and everlasting; // fervently be-
seech Him to grant us remission of our sins.  

Refrain 
You who have trod the narrow way of grief / all you 
who in life have taken upon you the cross as a 
yoke / and followed Me by faith; // Draw near, enjoy 
the honors and celestial crowns I have prepared 
for you. 

Refrain 
I am the image of Thine ineffable glory / though I 
bear the marks of transgressions: / Have pity on 
their creature, O Master / and purify me by thy lov-
ing-kindness; / grant unto me my desired father-
land // making me again a citizen of Paradise. 

Refrain 
O Thou who of old didst form me from nothing-
ness / and didst honor me with Thine image di-
vine, / but by the transgressions of Thy command-
ment hast returned me again unto the earth / from 
which I was taken: Restore me to that image // and 
to my former beauty. 

Refrain 
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Continue with Refrain and Irmos 9 
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Litany 
 
Priest: Again and again in peace let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 

Again we pray for the repose of the soul(s) of the 
servant(s) of God _______ departed this life; and  
that he (she, they) may be pardoned all his (her, 
their) sins, both voluntary and involuntary. 
 
That the Lord establish his (her, their) soul(s) 
where the Just repose 
 
The mercies of God, the Kingdom of the Heav-
ens, and the remission of his (her, their) sins; let 
us ask of Christ our King Immortal and our God. 
 
Choir: Grant it O Lord 

16 

Priest: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Choir: Lord have mercy. 
 

Priest: O God of all spirits and flesh, Who has 
trampled down death, and overthrown the 
devil, and given life unto Thy world: Do 
Thou, the same Lord, give rest to the soul 
of Thy departed servant(s) __________ In a 
place of brightness, a place of refreshment, 
a place of repose where all sickness, sor-
row and sighing from have fled away.  Par-
don every transgression which he (she, 
they) have committed whether by word or 
deed, or thought.  

 
 For Thou art a good God and lovest man-

kind: because there is no man who liveth 
and sinneth not: for Thou only art without 
sin and Thy righteousness is to all eternity 
and Thy word is true. 

 
 For Thou art the Resurrection, the Life, and 

the repose of Thy servant(s) ________ who 
is (are) fallen asleep, O Christ our God; and 
unto Thee do we ascribe glory, together 
with Thy Father who is from everlasting,  
and Thine All- Holy, Good and Life-creating 
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

 

Choir:  Amen. 
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The choir now sings the Canon with the refrain  
between each irmosi. Only Irmosi 1, 3, 6 and 9 are 

included. Irmosi 4,5 and 8 can be found in the  
Canon for the Resurrection in Tone 6. 

 
In some parishes it is customary to only sing 

 Irmos 6 and Irmos 9. 

Priest: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit. 
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PSALM 50. 
Reader: Have mercy on me, O God, according 
to thy steadfast love; according to thy abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thor-
oughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me. Against Thee, Thee only, have I 
sinned, and done that which is evil in thy sight, 
so that Thou art justified in thy sentence and 
blameless in thy judgment. Behold, I was brought 
forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother con-
ceive me. Behold, Thou desirest truth in the in-
ward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my se-
cret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones 
which Thou hast broken rejoice. Hide Thy face 
from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Cre-
ate in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 
and right spirit within me. Cast me not away  
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from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I will teach 
transgressors Thy ways, and sinners will return to 
Thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 
Thou God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing 
aloud of Thy deliverance. O Lord, open Thou my 
lips, and my mouth shall show forth thy praise. For 
Thou hast no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a 
burnt offering, Thou wouldst not be pleased. The 
sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 
despise. Do good to Zion in Thy good pleasure; re-
build the walls of Jerusalem, then wilt Thou delight 
in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole 
burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on Thy al-
tar 
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