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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a Christ-centered lifestyle, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and
responsibility before God. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a call to all of the faithful to share willingly and
cheerfully the gifts that God has bestowed on them, including sharing these gifts for God's work in His Church.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Come and See how we are all called to be Stewards of The Church!

“While fasting in body, O brothers, let us also fast in spirit! Let us loose the bonds of iniquity!
Let us undo the chains of injustice! Let us break the yoke of oppression! Let us give food to the hungry!
Let us shelter the poor and homeless, so that we may receive great mercy from Christ our God!“
(Wednesday of the First Week of Great Lent)
With these words of praise, we began the Great Lenten journey. They remind each of us about the
importance of Great Lent and how this period in the life of the Church is a time for repentance,
forgiveness, and growth.
Every year we make this spiritual journey through Great Lent, gathering together to pray at the various
services. We gather together to seek God’s love and repentance … to seek guidance and salvation. As
brothers and sisters in Christ, we gather together to prepare ourselves to celebrate the Great Feast of
Holy Pascha! So, it is during this time that it would be beneficial for us, as Christians, to choose a goal
that is appropriate for our own spirituality. Perhaps we need to attend the weekly services that are
offered on a more regular basis, or pray a little more each day, or fast more strictly. Perhaps we need to
commit to reading the Scriptures every day, or for more time every day. Perhaps we need to extend our
time, talents, and efforts a little more in service to the Church or to our neighbors. Even though the
Lenten journey is well under way, it is not too late to set spiritual goals and commit ourselves to
reaching them. Whatever we need to do to grow spiritually, we need to start today!
The Great Lenten season and journey, itself, reminds us of the constant need to re-evaluate and
re-capture that which is central to our lives as Orthodox Christians, to restore balance in all we do, and
in repentance to make an earnest attempt to set aside a portion – the “first portion” – of our time to
acquire the peace of the Holy Spirit. This can be seen and fulfilled by way of our stewardship or
commitment to Christ and His Holy Church.
Christian Stewardship is understood to be a spiritual exercise whereby we, as God’s Children, express
our love and faithfulness in tangible ways through the giving of our time, talent and treasure for the
building up of the Body of Christ as best expressed in our Parish life and Diocesan life. For truly as
Christ has taught, all things belong to God, and He has gifted them to us during our time on earth. As
Christians, we are called to share our gifts with those around us.
Remember, our life is not about us – it is about Our Lord! It is about His Gospel! It is about His Church!
It is about our salvation in the Heavenly Kingdom. This can happen and it will happen as long as we
focus on Christ!
In order to fulfill the responsibility of giving back to God a portion of what He has given us, we must
remind ourselves that:
“We, though many, are One Body in Christ, and each of us a member of one another.”
{ROMANS 12:5}
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP OF TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE
We, as Orthodox Christians, realize that everything we have is given to us by God. We serve God to show
love and gratitude for the gifts He has given us. Let us offer to God the very best of our lives, that we may
continue to grow in Christ and support the ministries of His holy Church.
As we consider offering our First Fruits of Stewardship, please remember:
We are called to be “Good Stewards of God’s Grace.” In his First Epistle, the Holy Apostle Peter refers
to God’s grace as “varied”, to remind us that each of us has been blessed with a unique way to serve the
Lord. A steward is a temporary caretaker, and all of us have been given things to take care of – our
families, our homes, our talents, even our life itself. Each morning when we wake up, we have been
given a new day to take care of. To be a Good Steward of God’s Grace means to take care of whatever
is in front of you at a given moment. This might involve giving your time, your talent, or your treasure.
It might involve prayerfully caring for someone or something in your home, in your job, with your
friends, within your parish, or within our wider Diocesan family. Being a Good Steward of God’s Grace
not only serves others but helps to bring all of us closer to Christ.
This Lent, let us prayerfully meditate on St. Peter’s instruction, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve
one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10), and consider how we can be a
Good Steward of God’s Grace. We must always remember that the amount we offer to God is not the
most critical aspect of Stewardship … rather, it is the spirit in which we give. We always offer God what
we can, with a heart of gratitude and generosity for ALL the blessings He has graciously given to us.
No matter what we may be going through in life – the joys, the trials, and the challenges – the call to be a
Good Steward of God’s Grace has always been, and will always be, the same. When we work together,
we can fulfill St. Peter’s call, that “in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:11).
A Lenten Note on Christian Stewardship
Life is given to us through Our Lord Jesus Christ. Our commitment to expressing gratitude for this great
blessing is seen through our participation in Christian Stewardship by being faithful stewards of the
Gospel. Our commitment reveals how we live our faith in the Resurrected Lord. It is in His Resurrection
that we receive eternal life; and we express our hope in the life to come by our response as Orthodox
Christian stewards.
WE GIVE TO GOD
We give to God not out of a sense of duty, but out of something much higher. We give because we love.
St. Paul writes: “For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all
died; and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him Who died for
them and rose again” (l Corinthians 5:14-15).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“It is by offering our blessings back to God that He will be able to continue His forgiving, healing,
liberating, empowering, transfiguring, loving ministry through the Church. For God, Infinite though He
be, has chosen to work through us, through our gifts, to continue His saving work in the world today.”
– Fr. Anthony M. Coniaris

